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escort from Sibsagor ; the southern one under Captain
Butler from Samaguting into the Lhota Naga country.
Both parties were attacked, the northern one in 1874
coming utterly to grief at Ninu, three marches into
the hills, when the Nagas attacked the camp treacher-
ously and made a huge bag (as is related elsewhere),
namely, Holcombe and eighty men killed, Badgeley
and fifty wounded ; while later, in 1875, Butler's
party walked into an ambuscade at Pangti village,
he losing his life and his men being dispersed. A
punitive column under Colonel Nuthall with some
of the 44th Sylhet Light Infantry and of the 42nd
Native Infantry were sent into the hills, stayed a
short while, met no opposition, and, having exacted
an incomplete amount of retribution, returned to the
plains.

Gregory at Samaguting meanwhile had had to
punish neighbouring villages at different times, and
both he and Butler in the early days of the new out-
posts were able to make several satisfactory visits to
large villages in the hills. But after the disasters
to the survey parties, the Chief Commissioner urged
a forward policy most strongly, and the establishment
of a post well into the hills from which to dominate
these turbulent people, as the present state of affairs,
he said, was most discreditable to our rule. Before
any decision could be arrived at by Government,
the large village of Mozema started raiding, and a
force of 230 sepoys under Captain Brydon, with
Mr. Carnegie as Political Officer, advanced from
Samaguting, and in December, 1877, attacked and
burnt Mozema. The defenders dispersing and joined
by the villages of Jotsoma and Khonoma, harried